[The diagnosis of metastases in the bone marrow by MRT].
MRI plays an important role in the diagnostic workup of skeletal metastases. In principle two different applications of MRI can be distinguished: apart from the well known indications of clarifying uncertain lesions seen with other imaging modalities or demonstrating known osseous lesions with high resolution imaging for therapeutic planing, MRI can also be used as a primary screening modality for skeletal metastases. Besides the higher lesion detection rate the major advantage of MRI compared to bone scintigraphy lies in the demonstration of morphology which on the one hand exactly shows the extension of tumorous lesions and on the other hand clearly distinguishes between malign and benign processes. As unclear findings on bone scintigraphy often require additional imaging studies, especially in patients with clinical findings or lab results suggestive for metastatic disease, we think that whole-body-skeletal-MRI is not only an accurate but also a cost effective diagnostic modality in the detection and screening for skeletal metastases, if the indication for the examination is closely related to clinical findings and the therapeutic relevance of the imaging results.